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Daily Learning Planner: Ideas Parents Can Use to Help 
Students Do Well in School—Try a New Idea Every Day!

o 1.   Help your child create a “telephone message center.”

o 2.  Play a rhyming game. Your child picks a word, and you and she take 
turns saying words that rhyme until you run out.

o 3. Schedule some one-on-one time with your child this month.

o 4.  Help your child make a planning sheet to use for big assignments.

o 5.   How many ways can your child make change for a dollar using different 
combinations of coins?

o 6.  It’s Mathematics Education Month. Have family members count how 
many times they use math today.

o 7. Talk with your child about your family’s ethnic background.

o 8.   Look in a library book or online for simple science experiments to do at 
home. Try one with your child. 

o 9.   Ask your child, “Is it more important to be the best, or to do your best?”

o 10.  Let your child stay up late to read and sleep in late in the morning.

o 11.  Open a newspaper to a random article. 
Read it with your child and see what  
you learn.

o 12.  Ask your child to run errands with you. 
Use the time to talk with him.

o 13.  Encourage your child to start a journal.

o 14.   Apologize to your child when it is appropriate. She’ll learn that it is 
important to take responsibility for mistakes.

o 15.  Teach your child how to balance a checkbook.

o 16.  Ask your child about his dreams for the future. Discuss ways he can 
work toward them now. 

o 17. Teach your child how to play a strategy game, such as chess.

 o 18.  Let your child calculate the tip when you are next at a restaurant. This 
gives her practice with percents.

o 19.  Ask your child to estimate the length of a table. Then have him 
measure to see if he’s right.

o 20.  Nurture your child’s creativity. Ask questions that start with “What if ...” 
and “Why do you think ... ?”

o 21.  Have your child research the meaning of your state’s flag design.

o 22.  Talk with your child about the possible implications of a recent 
scientific discovery.

o 23.  Ask your child which classes she is excited to take in high school.

o 24. Ask your child to name his favorite dish. Teach him how to make it.

 o 25.  Ask your child to pay attention to things she might not usually notice 
about a book. When was it published?

o 26.  Discuss sex with your child—and how your values relate to the facts.

o 27.  Ask your child to go on a “fraction search” through the newspaper. 
Which sections have the most fractions?

o 28.  Write your child notes and ask him to write back.

o 29.  Let your child know that the things that make her unique also make 
her precious to you.

o 30.  Suggest a book to your child in which the main character is a good 
role model.
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